Formation of single-stranded regions in the course of digestion of DNA with DNAase II and micrococcal nuclease.
In the course of digestion of DNA with DNAase II or micrococcal nuclease, considerable amounts of single-stranded (ss) regions are formed, as determined by a second digestion with ss-specific nucleases, hyperchromicity measurements, and electron microscopy. Most of the ss stretches are located internally in the DNA molecules. The effect appears to be related to regions of decreased stability arising around single-stranded cuts in the double helix.